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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 



A'lfpurk 

IrJbial: 


Offices at; 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 



Santorum quits race, 
handing Romney 
Republican crown 



Rick Santorum announcing the suspension of his cam¬ 
paign, on April 10, 2012 in Gettysburg, Pa. 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Rick crown to challenge President 
Santorum yesterday dropped Barack Obama in November 
his long-shot White House bid, elections, 

effectively handing Mitt Rom¬ 
ney the Republican party Continued on page 6 



The idea of a streetcar is technically 
very interesting, according to 
Dutch official 



ORANJESTAD - Secretary 
General for Interior Affairs and 
Dutch Kingdom Relations, 
Roos van Erp, paid Aruba a 
short visit last week. Van Erp 
met with the Prime Minister 
who took the time to share 
with the Dutch Kingdom offi¬ 
cial ongoing projects on Aruba 
as well as other matters of 
common interest. 

The Prime Minister took 
Van Erp to the Exposition Hall 
in the main street where she 
was given a picturesque view 
of the more than eighty con¬ 
struction projects currently in 
the works or completed or still 
to be begun. The trip, on foot, 
to the Exposition Hall also in¬ 
cluded a stop in the main street 
to observe the work under con¬ 
struction there. 

Roos Van Erp seemed 
keenly interested in the street¬ 
car project which will run from 
the wharf to the Main Street. 
She had several questions and 
appeared very knowledgeable 
about what is taking place on 
Aruba. In here own words: ... 
”1 find what I’ve seen to be 
very interesting. 

Continued on page 2 



COOL CASINO 



This voucher will be exchanged for $10 promotional slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Members only" 
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hours-Serving __ 

12:00pm to 10:00ish, Tnohanddin^ 
phone number 586-3904 ^ seven 

o^senerB^ ' ^ ^ays 

=- a week. 


Balashi 



Balashi 


fi *eWED l~ Ab uB<X 



THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Frog's) 


i 


$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! i 
MENTION THIS AT TIME Of ORDER! 

^■delivery in hotel area for orders over $50.00: 


5 Burgers Aruw 



Burgers, Fries.. & More! 



"The Digital World” - 
Theme for ATIA’s 
workshop Today! 


ORANJESTAD - Social 
communication and the dig¬ 
ital era is impacting us 
greatly, and it behooves us to 
be well-versed in the digital 
communication world. The 
ATIA (Aruba Trade and In¬ 
dustry Association) has 
scheduled an innovative, in¬ 
teractive, knowledge-packed 
workshop for the Aruba 
business community to be 
held today, April 11th from 
12:00 noon to 2:00 pm in 
their meeting facilities situ¬ 
ated in the Pedro Gallegos- 
traat in Dakota. 

Wake Forest University 
Professor Ananda Mitra, who 
made an impact with his pre¬ 
sentation here last year, has 
been invited back for this 
workshop this year. Ananda 
Mitra is a recognized author¬ 
ity on communication, not 
only on traditional media, but 
especially in the area of so¬ 
cial media, which has be¬ 
come the most used media 
today. 

The workshop promises to 
cover a vast area, be interac¬ 
tive and full of relevant infor¬ 
mation for everyone. This 
will be an opportunty to en¬ 
rich oneself with the knowl¬ 
edge and strategies of 
various areas of interest and 



Professor Ananda Mitra 


of the benefits for commer¬ 
cialization. ATIA is pleased 
to present this workshop on 
social media for the members 
of her organization, but also 
for the rest of the Aruban 
commercial industry. 

Admission to the work¬ 
shop is gratis for all ATIA 
members. A nominal fee of 
Afls.25 will be charged to 
non-members for admission 
to the workshop. ATIA will 
also be raffling an Android 
Smartphone among all partic- 
pants of the workshop. Early 
reservation to the workshop 
is required by calling the 
ATIA office at Tel.582-7593 
or by registering online at 
rs vp@atiaruba. org. 



"Where Everyone is Welcome" 


Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time. 


The new Collective Work Agreement 
for AAA employees has been signed 
for a period of 4 years 



/fieropuerto International 

Reina Beatrix 
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ORANJESTAD - On April 5, 
2012, Aruba Airport Authority 
N.V. (AAA) CEO Mr. Peter 
Steinmetz and AAA Director 
Operations Mr. Jurgen Ben- 
schop together with the presi¬ 
dent of STA Mr. Diego de 
Cuba and the secretary of STA 
Mr. Reynold Vrolijk in the 
presence of Minister of 
Tourism, Mr. Otmar Oduber, 


signed the new Collective 
Working Agreement (CWA) 
for a period of 4 years. The 
new CWA will run retro ac¬ 
tively from January 1, 2012 
through December 31, 2015 
and applies to 140 of the 180 
employees of AAA. 

After a relatively short and 
eventless negotiation period, 
without any mediation from 


The idea of a streetcar... 


Continued from page 1 



As a civil engineer myself, 
my interest is very big and 
this is why I could have 
asked so many questions 
about the construction of the 
buildings and of your plan¬ 
ning. I find the idea of the 


streetcar techni¬ 
cally very inter¬ 
esting.” 

The Dutch 
Kingdom offi¬ 
cial remarked 
that she would 
love to return to 
see how every¬ 
thing developed 
when all the 
projects are 
completed. I 
hope that within 
two years I can 
return to Aruba, 
according to Van Erp. 

For those who may not be 
aware, the Exposition Hall of 
the BoAruba projects is situ¬ 
ated in the Main Street and is 
open every weekday for pub¬ 
lic viewing. 


the National Mediator or col¬ 
lective actions both parties 
agreed on a mutually benefi¬ 
cial CWA last week. The new 
CWA will provide the AAA 
employees amongst others an 
annual increase in salary and 
increased benefits for the 
agreed period. 

“This CWA gives security 
and tranquility to both parties 
involved. Innovative is an an¬ 
nual incentive bonus linked to 
the company’s financial per¬ 
formance. This will motivate 
employees to contribute to the 
performance of the company 
in the coming years. Congrat¬ 
ulations to all the employees 
who will no doubt benefit from 
the new CWA!” said Peter 
Steinmetz, AAA CEO. 
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‘‘Weveriana” Musical Concert 
a must-see on SundayI 


Oil product prices 
rises today 

ORANJESTAD 
- The Ministry 
of Economic, 
Cultural and So¬ 
cial Affairs an¬ 
nounces to the 
general public 
that as of today, 
Wednesday, 
April 11, 2012, 
there will be 
changes in dif¬ 
ferent oil pro¬ 
duct prices. 
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The “Weveriana” commission 
has organized a concert of 
Aruban composers to be held 
on Sunday, April 15th from 
4:00 to 6:00pm in the Cas Di 
Cultura. This is one of those 
concerts you don’t ever want 
to miss! The theme of the con¬ 
cert is “WEVERIANA!” 

The primary objective of 
this concert is to promote com¬ 
positions by Aruban com¬ 
posers, and to conserve an 
important part of our culture. 
At this same time this will af¬ 
ford Aruban artist an opportu¬ 
nity to demonstrate their 
musical talent and delight the 
audience with music com¬ 
posed locally. The occasion 
will also be homage to the 
Wever family who has pro¬ 
duced various compositions. 


Here is a list of the Wever 
composer clan: Rufo Wever, 
Oswald Wever, Jacobo (Toti) 
Arends and Maria Wever. 

The artists to interpret the dif¬ 
ferent compositions are: Victor 
Camacho (piano), Livio Her¬ 
mans (piano), Albert Croes 
(piano), Vivian Lampe (piano), 
Mandy Villasmil (piano), Wicha 
Ponson-Wever (piano), Emile 
Ponson (piano), Ivan Jansen 
(guitar), Edwin (Jack) Tromp 
(vocalist), Lidwina Booi (vocal¬ 
ist), Arlenne Wever-Croes (vo¬ 
calist), Gordiana Rozenberg 
(vocalist), Floor Huygen (Ger¬ 
man Flute), Gerrald Martes (sax¬ 
ophone), Hester Matthijsse 
(violin), Mario Middendorp 
(base), Ebby Peterson (percus¬ 
sion) and Papito Rafael (wiri and 
vocalist), Doodle Sophia and 


Rachel Kraaijvanger (vocalist). 

Master of Ceremonies for 
the occasion will be Ito Tromp 
who has a profound knowl¬ 
edge of the history and devel¬ 
opment of our local music. 

Members of the organizing 
“Weveriana” committee are: 
Livio Hermans, Persey Jeandor, 
Vivian Lampe, Herbert Diaz, 
Joyce Pereira, Willy Richard¬ 
son, Irais Sankatsing-Nava, Os¬ 
wald Wever and Vivian Wever. 

Admission to the concert is 
Afls.25, and for children under 
18 years, Afls.15. Tickets are 
available at Van Dorp and at the 
entrance of the Cas Di Cultura. 

This is definitely one of 
those concerts you can not af¬ 
ford to miss, so plan to be there 
by all means! This will be 
Aruban music at its very best. 


The new price for un¬ 
leaded-premium gas will be 
252.4 cent per liter, an increase 
of 10.3 cent per liter 

The new price for 
diesel LS will be 219.8 cent 
per liter, an increase of 2.4 cent 


per liter. 

The new price for 
kerosin will be 214.8 cent per 
liter, an increase of 2.5 cent per 
liter 

In the new prices the BBO 
is already included. 
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Paseo Herencia Mall. Store C-14. Aruba 
Phone: (297)5860300 
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Sculpture by Susan van Spall 
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Orario nobo di nos oficina na Sabano Blanco: Tur diasabra 9:00 - 1:00 pm 


Weekend + Dia di fiesta 


Ateliers ’89 present: Sonida y Sombre- 
“Sound & Shadow” exhibit 


Jose Vonk’s class “Shadow 
Imagery and Animation,” 
began with the very basic tech¬ 
niques of animation, using sil¬ 
houetted figures and artistic 
medium dating back to Ancient 
Greece. In some ways, this re¬ 
quired greater imagination and 
sophistication by the students 
to infuse them with life. The 
animation was created by tak¬ 
ing a series of still shots while 
minutely manipulating the fig¬ 
ures, then editing the pictures 
and adding music and sound in 
a video program, very much 
like stop-motion techniques for 
3-dimentional objects. 

Ateliers ’89 main gallery 
houses the sculpture collection 
and the original shadow art of 
the animation class, while the 
auxiliary room plays the ani¬ 
mation. 

The exhibit will continue 
until the completion of the up¬ 
coming workshop on the Art of 
Theater Performance begin¬ 
ning on Wednesday, April 16, 
featuring guest instructor Lau¬ 
rence Graham-Brown, origi¬ 
nally of Jamaica, but now a 
resident of New York. 

Ateliers ’89 is located at 
Dominicanessenstraat 34, call 
588-5776 or 565-4613 for 
hours and directions. 

by Rosalie Klein 


Food for Thought 


One of the greatest gifts we can give 
ourselves for the new year, is the gift 
of forgiveness. 

We must forgive ourselves for the stu¬ 
pid mistakes we made, for the impa¬ 
tience we displayed, for the lack of 
understanding we expressed. 

But, the greatest gift is that of forgive¬ 
ness of others. 

We need to forgive others who hurt us, who slighted us, who 
neglected us, who cheated us, who lied about us; those who 
treated us unfairly. 

Forgive those who condemned us because they 
thought it was right to do so. Forgive them all. 

Forgiveness will free us to live and enjoy life to the fullest. 
Determine not be boxed in, shut in, crippled by a spirit of 
unforgiveness. 

Forgive everyone and ask God to forgive you! 


Charles Croes and his freehanging sculpture 


and Jose Vonk, who taught 
classes in Sculpture and Ani¬ 
mation, respectively. Both are 
renowned artists and lecturers 
at the prestigious Gerrit Re¬ 


encouraged to take a free, 
spontaneous approach to their 
creations, allowing them to 
evolve as the paper was ma¬ 
nipulated. 


Instructors Han Muller and 
Jose Vonk 

The results of the newest 
workshops at Ateliers ’89 Con¬ 
temporary Art Center in Oran- 
jestad went on display on 
Thursday evening, April 5 in 
the main and auxiliary gal¬ 
leries. Director Elvis Lopez 
was pleased to welcome back 
guest instructors Hans Muller 


itveld Academy in Amsterdam. 

Hans Muller, who taught an 
animation class on Aruba pre¬ 
viously, this time presented a 
program on “3-D Sound Ob¬ 
ject,” requiring students to in¬ 
vestigate “less obvious” mate¬ 
rials for their creations, paper 
specifically, which received a 
number of interesting and cre¬ 
ative treatments, from folding 
to papier-mache. They also de¬ 
ployed polyurethane foam and 
plaster; throughout, they were 






Master Chef Vittorio Mwscartelfo incites you to come and savor 
fits superb classic Italian dishes inspired by regional traditions, 
paired itith dedicated sendee and the finest wines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the rustically elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio. 


Open for lunch and dinner, .sewn days a week. 

LG, Smith Boulevard 380, in front of the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
For reservations please call 586-3838 or 586-3686 * Fax 586-6338 
E-mail: hostariavittorio@setamet.aw * ivw^.hostariavittorio-com 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



^ Full Ownership Condominium 
Starting from US$ 350,000 
Financing available 
25 Rental income thRESIDEnces 



fUailliaitJiJ m:ii | - 

www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


AT A shares impressive tourism results for March 2012 


ORANJESTAD - After a suc¬ 
cessful February of tourism 
growth, the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority is happy to report on the 
results for the month of March 
2012. According to ATA, March 
shows an overall growth of 
5.1% in visitor arrivals com¬ 
pared to March 2011. 

In March 2011 Aruba re¬ 
ceived 76.938 visitors, while 
March 2012 shows 80.824 vi¬ 
sitor arrivals. In absolute fig¬ 
ures the difference is 3.886 
more visitors compared to 2011 
for the same month. 

March 2011 was a very 
strong month because of the 
Carnival which fell in the 
month of March. 

Historically, March is a 
month when consumers have 
free time to travel. March 2012 
resulted in a great month, which 
is remarkable considering the 
many challenges facing 2012. 

North America 


From North America, our 
principal market, Aruba saw an 
increase of 3.8%. The Mid-At¬ 
lantic, Mid-West and South- 
East regions grew by 14.4%, 
2.5%, 16.7% while the Western 
region dropped by 8.2%. 

In all, this represents an ab¬ 
solute growth of 1939. This is 
definitely a very positive result 
for the North American region 
with all of its challenges. 

Canada also grew by 1.15%. 
The interest from Canada to 
travel to Aruba was very high, 
but Tour Operators encountered 
various “stop sales” because 
there were not enough rooms. 

This, reportedly, was noted 
in other markets as well - both 
in Europe and in Latin America. 
One of the factors that influ¬ 
enced the growth from the 
North American market was 
that in the month of March 
many incentive groups chose 
Aruba for their trip. 


Latin America 

The Latin American market 
showed a significant increase 
last year and has continued to 
do so this year. For the month 
of March the leader in the 
growth increase is Colombia 
which grew by 51.46% com¬ 
pared to March 2011. This per¬ 
centage is equal to 1295 visitors 
from Colombia in March 2012, 
which is 440 more than in 
March 2011. Following Colom¬ 
bia is Argentina with a growth 
of 39.84% more than in March 
2011. Venezuela grew by 
35.67% which is equal to 2257 
more visitors compared to last 
year. 

The Brazilian market saw a 
decline of42.60% compared to 
March 2011. This is primarily 
due to the fact that Carnival was 
celebrated in February and not 
in March compared to last year. 

Another factor is that the 
amount of available airline 


seats, even though there was an 
increase of seats for 2012, lim¬ 
its the growth in the different 
markets. 

As for the month of March 
when Colombia and Argentina 
grow, this influences the amount 
of seats available for Brazil, for 
example. ATA is working dili¬ 
gently on finding a solution for 
this challenge. Perhaps they will 
have to increase the flights to be 
able to service the large number 
of visitors demanding to come 
to Aruba. 

Europe 

The European market also 
resulted in being very positive 
in the month of March. The 
leader was the German market 
with a growth of 77.48% fol¬ 
lowed by Belgium with a 
growth of 65.08% and the 
Scandinavian countries which 
also recorded an increase in vis¬ 
itors to Aruba. 

The Holland market re¬ 


mained the same, while from 
Italy there was a decrease due 
to the charter which is no longer 
flying to Aruba. This charter 
stopped flying because they did 
not succeed in signing an agree¬ 
ment of certain hotel tariffs. 

England also had a decline 
of 6.77% compared to 2011 
which was primarily due to the 
fact that the economy of the 
country has not yet rebounded. 

ATA is extremely pleased 
with these results. These results 
are definitely because of their 
efforts locally and in each of the 
markets. 

Challenges continue to face 
Aruba this year, including for 
the month of April. But, ATA is 
working diligently together with 
her partners to combat the “soft¬ 
ness” that may present itself in 
the different markets. Addi¬ 
tional budget funds have been 
allocated to try and boost wher¬ 
ever this is necessary this year. 



CELEBRATING OUR 

GRAND 
OPENING 



carlo danelli 

HAND BAGS LEATHER 

Emmastraat 1, Local 3, Plaza Daniel Leo, Oranjestad, Aruba 
w ww. ca rl a d a ne 11 i. co m 
Te. 5824543 

Promotion valid March 22 until April 14, 2012 









6 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Wednesday, April 11, 2012 


Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 




Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 


(aft 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


$ 9.9S 


2 Fggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea . 


sxzX? y/a/id ey/Y^hS or* CLeytl/HynS 

Vo SerViCLe. 


tarty Bird Spatial 

Le Petit ta/e 


Stone 


Qrt'ff Pest a or ant $ Bar Every Day Jror* 5-7 pH* 


Dinner Salad 
at 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


_ Vo _ 
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Pentagon chief, Afghans 
discuss US role after 2034 


International News 
Santorum quits race 

continued from front page 


Despite an upset victory when 
he won the very first contest in 
the Republican nominating 
race in Iowa in January, San¬ 
torum has failed to build any 
momentum. 

’’This presidential race is 
over for me,” Santorum told 
supporters in Gettysburg, in 
his home state of Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

He has trailed a distant sec¬ 
ond in the battle to be the 
party's contender aiming to 
thwart Obama's hopes of a 
second four-year term, out- 
spent by Romney's deep war 
chest and out-organized by his 
extensive grass-roots network. 

Over the Easter weekend, 
the former Pennsylvania sena¬ 
tor halted campaigning for 
four days after his youngest 
daughter, Bella, who suffers 
from a rare genetic disorder, 
was hospitalized again. 

Santorum acknowledged it 
had been a "difficult week¬ 
end," and said while Bella was 
getting better, "it did cause us 
to think." 

"While this presidential 
race is over for me and we will 
suspend our campaign effec¬ 
tive today, we are not done 
fighting," he said. 

His surprise decision to quit 
the race came just two weeks 
before a primary vote in Penn¬ 
sylvania, amid polls showing 
he could lose the state to Rom¬ 
ney. 

With Romney enjoying a 
commanding lead in the dele¬ 
gates race that determines the 


nominee, the party establish¬ 
ment had been urging Santo¬ 
rum to step aside and allow the 
party to coalesce around one 
single candidate. 

Romney swiftly congratu¬ 
lated Santorum for being "an 
able and worthy competitor" 
and for the campaign he had 
run. 

A devout Catholic, Santo- 
rum's radical views on reli¬ 
gion, women and marriage 
played well with the party's 
conservative base, but were 
alienating the all-important 
voting bloc of moderates and 
independents. 

The 5 3-year-old former 
Pennsylvania senator was a 
virtual unknown on the na¬ 
tional scene when he first 
threw his hat into the ring in 
June to be the Republican 
nominee. 

Despite being written off 
early on, Santorum built his 
campaign state-by-state, win¬ 
ning key successes in some of 
the southern conservative 
states. 

His pro-life, anti-contracep¬ 
tion, marriage-only-between- 
a-man-a-woman message 
gained traction with heartland 
evangelicals deeply skeptical 
of Romney, who they view as 
a moderate disguised in con¬ 
servative clothing. 

Romney, the multi-million¬ 
aire former governor of the 
liberal East Coast state of 
Massachusetts, has also stirred 
controversy, with many saying 
he is out of touch with ordi¬ 


nary people struggling in the 
tough economy. 

He has also drawn suspicion 
because of his Mormon faith. 

Pressure will now build on 
former House speaker Newt 
Gingrich to pull out and allow 
the party to heal from the divi¬ 
sive campaign and come to¬ 
gether around Romney ahead 
of the November 6 presidential 
polls. 

Gingrich, who has won just 
two contests and is also lag¬ 
ging far behind his rivals with 
his campaign mired in debt, ac¬ 
knowledged Sunday that Rom¬ 
ney was his party's "most 
likely" nominee. 

But he insisted he was stay¬ 
ing in the race despite being far 
outpaced, after polls once had 
him as the leading Republican 
to take on Obama. 

If Romney gets the 1,144 
delegates to clinch the nomina¬ 
tion at the party's August con¬ 
vention in Tampa, Florida, 
Gingrich said: "I'll support 
him. I'll do everything I can 
this fall to elp him defeat 
Obama." 

Libertarian Texas congress¬ 
man Ron Paul also remains in 
the race but has no hope of 
winning the party's nomina¬ 
tion. 


TRIPOLI (AFP) - An explo¬ 
sive device was thrown at a 
convoy carrying the head of 
the United Nations mission to 
Libya on Tuesday, a UN 
spokeswoman said, adding that 
there were no casualties. 

UN envoy Ian Martin, who 
is tasked with assisting the in¬ 
terim authorities in their transi¬ 
tion to democracy, was aboard 
the convoy. 

No one was hurt in the 
blast, which could have been 
caused by a hand grenade,Hua 
Jiang told AFP. 

Mohammed al-Gezziri, 
spokesman for Benghazi's high 
security council, confirmed 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
and Afghan defense chiefs on 
Tuesday discussed the future 
of American troops in 
Afghanistan after 2014, with 
both sides calling for a long¬ 
term security partnership. 

US Defense Leon Panetta 
hosted Afghan Defense Minis¬ 
ter Abdul Rahim Wardak and 
Interior Minister Bismillah 
Khan Mohammadi at the Pen¬ 
tagon two days after Washing¬ 
ton and Kabul signed a deal 
putting Afghans in charge of 
controversial night raids, re¬ 
moving a major obstacle to a 
security pact governing the US 
military's future presence be¬ 
yond 2014. 

Panetta, with top US mili¬ 
tary officer General Martin 
Dempsey at his side, said he 
looked forward to discussing 
"our ability to arrive at a strate¬ 
gic partnership agreement that 
will again be another step for¬ 
ward in our relationship." 

The Pentagon chief called 
the newly-signed memoran¬ 
dum on night operations a 
milestone in a gradual han¬ 
dover from NATO to Afghan 
security forces, scheduled to be 
complete by the end of 2014. 

"The fact that we were able 
to achieve an agreement I think 
was a very important step for¬ 
ward to ensure that we will 


there were no casualties and 
said "investigations were 
under way to determine who is 
behind the attack." 

Gezziri said the convoy was 
attacked on its way to visit his 
council. 

He said investigators will 
use footage recorded by secu¬ 
rity cameras in a bank near the 
site of the blast to identify the 
assailant. 

The United States con¬ 
demned the attack. 

"We are, again, taking this 
opportunity to call on all 
armed groups in Libya to exer¬ 
cise restraint, to refrain from 
violence, to work through their 


make the transition to Afghan 
operations, but we will do it in 
a responsible and effective 
way," Panetta said. 

US commanders have re¬ 
cently signaled that the even¬ 
tual troop strength of the 
Afghan forces would be dra¬ 
matically scaled back from ini¬ 
tial plans, amid concerns about 
the cost that will be absorbed 
mostly by the United States 
and its allies. 

He said both countries 
shared the same goal of estab¬ 
lishing "a sovereign 
Afghanistan that can in fact se¬ 
cure and govern itself." 

Wardak and Mohammadi 
thanked their US counterparts 
for the sacrifices of American 
troops and the defense minister 
said Afghan forces had made 
genuine progress on the battle¬ 
field over the past year. 

Most of the 130,000 
NATO-led troops in the coun¬ 
try are due to leave by the end 
of 2014, but US officials have 
left the door open to retaining 
a smaller US force. 

Washington and Kabul still 
have to hammer out what 
bases and airfields US forces 
would be able to use after 2014 
and possible legal protections 
for American troops — an issue 
that derailed a possible secu¬ 
rity deal in Iraq last year. 


issues through dialogue," State 
Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said. 

Several Western and Arab 
diplomats have visited the 
country without incident since 
the regime of Moamer Kadhafi 
was toppled last year. 

But the blast could push 
foreign dignitaries and expatri¬ 
ates in the oil sector to think 
twice before coming back to 
the north African nation. 

Libya's neighbours and an¬ 
alysts warn that Kadhafi's 
weapons have spread across 
the region and fallen into the 
hands of Al-Qaeda-linked 
groups. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Blast hits UN convoy in Libya 
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Mainstreet PowntownramM 


Aruba's One 
And Only 
Pepartment 
Store 


(Vie n swear, 
luggage and mote 


Aruba's 


Store 


Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and moreJ 

M ^\° 0ir 

' Ladies wear La Linda ' s 0ffice an soon 

►And girls wear * cafeteria & more. ^ 

samite Tel:58221 20 Caya &.F Betico Croes 1? In the beginning of the mainstreet. 


For the 
Whole 
Family 


Best 

Brands 

Best 

Prices 


International News 

Syrian forces ignore deadline, 

pound protest hubs 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - More 
than 50 people died Tuesday as 
Syrian forces pounded protest 
hubs on the day it was to begin 
implementing a ceasefire deal, 
prompting a UN Security 
Council call on Damascus to 
meet the deadline. 

Syria said it was abiding by 
the deal, but UN-Arab League 
envoy Kofi Annan accused it of 
pulling troops from some areas 
and moving them elsewhere. 

At the same time, the rebel 
Free Syrian Army warned it 
would resume attacks if the 
government offensive does not 
stop. 

Washington said it hoped 
the UN Security Council would 
consider action if Annan con¬ 
cludes that Damascus broke its 
commitment to pull troops and 
heavy weapons out of key cities 
on Tuesday. 

In a first reaction, the coun¬ 
cil called on President Bashar 
al-Assad to keep a Thursday 
deadline for a complete cease¬ 
fire. 

In a statement read by US 
Ambassador Susan Rice, it 
backed a demand by Annan for 
Damascus to make a "funda¬ 


mental change of course" to 
end hostilities by 6:00 am 
Damascus time on Thursday. 

Under the Annan deal, Syria 
is supposed to withdraw its 
forces from population centres 
on Tuesday ahead of a com¬ 
plete ceasefire by all parties on 
Thursday. 

In Moscow, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Walid Muallem 
claimed Damascus had begun 
carrying out the deal by with¬ 
drawing some troops out of cer¬ 
tain provinces. 

But Annan, visiting Syrian 
refugees in Turkey, said that 
while the army had indicated it 
was pulling out of some areas 
he had received reports of 
troops moving into other parts 
of the country. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council, he said "the days be¬ 
fore April 10 could have been 
an opportunity for the govern¬ 
ment of Syria to send a power¬ 
ful political signal of peace. In 
the last five days it has become 
clear that such a signal has yet 
to be issued." 

A "fundamental change of 
course" was needed by Assad 
to achieve a ceasefire in the 


next 48 hours. 

The United Nations says 
more than 9,000 people have 
been killed since anti-regime 
protests broke out in March 
2011. Monitors put the number 
at more than 10,000. 

Free Syrian Army 
spokesman Colonel Kassem 
Saadeddine warned that rebel 
forces would resume attacking 
regular forces if they do not 
withdraw. 

But Muallem insisted Dam¬ 
ascus had begun implementing 
the Annan plan. 

"We have already with¬ 
drawn military units from dif¬ 
ferent Syrian provinces," he 
told a Moscow news confer¬ 
ence after talks with Russian 
counterpart Sergei Lavrov. 

Lavrov said Syria should be 
more decisive in fulfilling the 
Annan plan, which most no¬ 
tably calls on Syria to pull 
troops and weaponry out of 
cities hit by protests. 

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney said Washington 
had so far only seen evidence 
of further "brutality and aggres¬ 
sion" from Assad’s forces. 

There was equally tough 
language from London and 
Paris. 

"There is no evidence so far 
that the Assad regime has any 
intention of adhering to any 
agreement it makes," Britain’s 
Foreign Secretary William 
Hague said. 

French foreign ministry 
spokesman Bernard Valero 
called Muallem’s assertion that 
Syria pulled troops out of some 
areas "a new expression of a 
flagrant and unacceptable lie." 

Annan arrived in Iran late on 
Tuesday night for talks centring 
on the Islamic republic’s key re¬ 
gional ally, the official IRNA 
news agency reported. 

Iran has repeated that it fully 
backs Assad’s regime, and has 
lent it political and material 
support. 



DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA, 
Tangchai-ri: A Unha-3 rocket is pictured at Tangachai - 
ri space center on April 8, 2012. North Korea has con¬ 
firmed their intention to launch the rocket next week 
despite international condemnations. AFP PHOTO 


Flemish far-right party 
creates anti-immigrant 
website 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - A Flem¬ 
ish far-right party in Belgium 
launched a website Tuesday 
inviting people to report 
crimes committed by illegal 
immigrants, mirroring a con¬ 
troversial initiative in the 
Netherlands. 

The website created by 
Vlaams Belang (Flemish Inter¬ 
est) allows people to file 
anonymous tip-offs of social 
security fraud, work on the 
black market and more serious 
crimes, a move anti-racism ac¬ 
tivists compared to Nazi tac¬ 
tics. 

Vlaams Belang leader Filip 
Dewinter said the website was 
needed because of the presence 
of "tens of thousands of illegal 
immigrants" in Belgian cities 
and problems he said stemmed 
from them. 

The acts reported to the 
website will be transferred to 
the police, said Dewinter, 
whose Flemish nationalist 
party often courts controversy 
with its anti-Islam and anti-im¬ 
migrant rhetoric. 

Jozef De Witte, director of 
the Centre for Equality and 
Struggle Against Racism, told 
Radio 1 that the website was 
reminiscent of measures taken 


by the Nazis in the 1930s or 
the East German secret police 
during the Cold War. 

"This is completely illegal. 
Mr Dewinter knows this very 
well. He wants to shock and 
provoke," De Witte said. 

The Dutch far-right Free¬ 
dom Party created a similar 
website, titled "Report Middle 
and Eastern Europeans," ask¬ 
ing people whether they have 
been annoyed by noise, drunk¬ 
enness or squalor associated 
with migrant workers or lost 
jobs to them. 

The European Parliament 
has called the website "de¬ 
plorable" and pressed Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte to dis¬ 
tance himself from it. 

The Dutch parliament voted 
last month to denounce the 
website, but Rutte, whose ma¬ 
jority in the 150-seat lower 
house requires support from 
the PVV’s 23 lawmakers, has 
declined to condemn it. 

A European Commission 
spokesman said such websites 
"do not correspond to the val¬ 
ues that we defend," but the 
EU’s executive arm said it was 
up to national authorities to de¬ 
cide whether to take action 
against them. 


^ Lanoloor 

^ tha SJndlan C/Xill koala 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00-3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 
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Palm Beach Casino 


Every 

w * d ??» d “y 

ft 1 nday 
& 

Sunday 

at 4:30pm 


At th e 

TheWestin 

RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 

Progressive more than 

Awg 20,000 

Progressive within 50 calls 

51 calls Awg 1,000 

52 or more Awg 100 

Free Soft Drinks, Coffee, Thee & Snacks 
NO alcohol. 

2x 

Powerball 


1st $100 
2nd $100 
3rd $100 
4th $150 
5th $150 
Intermission 
6th $175 
7th $225 
8th Progr. 
9th $500 

Bingo 
package 
$8 I Alls 14 


More guest winning 
big at Palm Beach 
Casino at the Westinl 



“Our guest from the US, Mrs. Doris Carney in her first 
time visiting the Palm Beach Casino won a total amount 
of $2,500 playing our Slot Machine “Sugar & Spice,” a 
casino spokesperson said. Mrs. Carney commented that 
she was very excited with her winnings at our casino 
while celebrating her 50th Wedding Anniversary here on 
Aruba. 


Health & Living 


Herbal remedy blamed 
for high cancer rate in 
Taiwan: study 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
toxic ingredient in a popular 
herbal remedy is linked to 
more than half of all cases of 
urinary tract cancer in Taiwan 
where use of traditional medi¬ 
cine is widespread, said a US 
study. 

Aristolochic acid (AA) is a 
potent human carcinogen that 
is found naturally in Aris- 
tolochia plants, an ingredient 
common in botanical Asian 
remedies for aiding weight 
loss, easing joint pain and im¬ 
proving stomach ailments. 

The ancient herb has been 
touted around the world for 
thousands of years for every¬ 
thing from gout to childbirth, 
but scientists now know it car¬ 
ries serious risks of causing 
kidney disease and urinary 
cancers. 

The research was based on 
151 patients with urinary tract 
cancer, of whom 60 percent 
showed specific mutations 
linked to the herbal remedy. 


In particular, after 
being ingested the acid 
forms a unique kind of 
lesion in the renal cor¬ 
tex, and also gives rise 
to a particular muta¬ 
tional signature in the 
TP53 tumor suppressing 
gene, said the study. 

The herb is known in 
Europe by the name 
birthwort because it was 
often given to women 
during childbirth. De¬ 
rived from the Greek, "aris- 
tolochia" means noble birth. 

Signs of harm have emerged 
in recent decades, and the acid is 
blamed for causing a kidney dis¬ 
ease called Balkan endemic 
nephropathy, first described in 
1956, that afflicted rural farmers. 

In the 1990s, a group of Bel¬ 
gian women reported sudden 
late stage kidney failure after 
taking a weight loss drug that 
contained AA. 

And even though many 
countries have taken steps to 
warn of the risks, the ingredi¬ 
ent is difficult to control and 
still finds its way into products 
via the Internet, said Grollman, 
adding that most of the AA 
products currently being used 
in Taiwan are made in China. 

The US Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration warned of the 
risks of aristolochic acid in 
2001 after two patients devel¬ 
oped serious kidney disease 
after using botanical products 
containing it. 
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Thin-Crust Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches, Chicken Dishes 

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 
7.00AM TILL MIDNIGHT 


and 


more.... 


Rated Best Pizza's in Aruba. 

LOCATED AT BRICKELL BAY BEACH CLUB & SPA ON PALM BEACH 


STRIP 


FREE GLASS OF WINE 
BY PRESENTING THIS AD 


Sci-Tech 


Iran denies has plan 
to cut Internet 
access 



TEHERAN (AFP) - Iran has 
denied online reports surfac¬ 
ing Tuesday that it plans to cut 
access to the Internet in Au¬ 
gust and replace it with a na¬ 
tional intranet, according to a 
statement by the ministry of 
communication and informa¬ 
tion technology. 

The reports derived from a 
supposed interview with Com¬ 
munications Minister Reza 
Taghipour published on April 
1 that was in fact a hoax, the 
ministry said in the statement 
on its own site www.ict.gov.ir 
— which itself was not acces¬ 
sible outside of Iran. 

"The report is in no way 
confirmed by the ministry" 
and is "completely baseless," 
the ministry statement said. 

The hoax report quoted 
Taghipour saying that Iran 

DO NOT 



would from August launch a 
"clean internet" that would 
block popular services like 
Google and Hotmail and re¬ 
place them with government- 
sponsored search engines and 
e-mail services. 

The ministry statement 
slammed the false report as 
serving "the propaganda wing 
of the West and providing its 
hostile media with a pretext 
emanating from a baseless 
claim." 

Iran, however, does have 
plans to establish a "national 
information network" billed as 
a totally closed system that 
would function like a sort of 
intranet for the Islamic repub¬ 
lic. 

Taghipour said in early 
April that the plan would be 
fully implemented by March 
2013. 

But he did not explain 
whether access to the Internet 
would be cut, or whether Iran's 
"national information net¬ 
work" would exist alongside 
the world wide web. 

Iran in any case currently 
censors millions of websites 
deemed un-Islamic, and has 
from time to time imposed 
temporary additional restric¬ 
tions. 

The last time it did so, in 
February, popular e-mail serv¬ 
ices such as Gmail, Hotmail 
and Yahoo were cut or slowed 
to an unusable speed for Iran’s 
33 million web users. 


Radiation from Japan found in 
kelp off US West Coast 



(AFP) - Radioactive iodine 
was found in kelp off the US 
West Coast following last 
year's earthquake-triggered 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
meltdown, according to a new 
study. 

It was already known that 
radioactive iodine 131 (131- 
I), carried in the atmosphere, 
made it across the Pacific 
within days of the March 11, 


2011 tsunami disaster, albeit 
in minuscule amounts. 

But marine biologists at 
California State University, 
Fong Beach (CSUFB) dis¬ 
covered the radioactive iso¬ 
tope in ocean kelp, which is 
"one of the strongest plant ac¬ 
cumulators of iodine," within 
a month of the accident. 

"We measured significant, 
although most likely non¬ 
harmful levels of radioactive 
iodine in tissue of the giant 
kelp Macrocystis pyrifera," 
said Steven F. Manley, author 
of the study with Christopher 
G. Fowe 

"Although it is probably 
not harmful for humans be¬ 
cause it was relatively low 
levels, it may have affected 
certain fish that graze on the 
tissue because fish have a thy¬ 
roid system that utilizes io¬ 
dine." 

The study, "Canopy-Form¬ 
ing Kelps as California's 


Coastal Dosimeter: 1311 from 
Damaged Japanese Reactor 
Measured in Macrocystis 
pyrifera," appears in the on¬ 
line edition of the journal En¬ 
vironmental Science & 
Technology. 

The Fukushima Daiichi 
plant, 220 kilometers (135 
miles) northeast of Tokyo was 
crippled by meltdowns and 
explosions after the quake and 
tsunami, which killed more 
than 19,000 people. 

Radiation was scattered 
over a large area and made its 
way into the sea, air and food 
chain in the weeks and 
months after the disaster. 

Tens of thousands of peo¬ 
ple were evacuated from their 
homes around the plant and 
swathes of this zone remain 
badly polluted. The clean-up 
is proceeding slowly, amid 
warnings that some towns 
could be uninhabitable for 
three decades. 
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PICKLES 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Know-it-_ 

5. Mama’s man 
9. Sandy’s 
sound 

12. Ponce de_ 

13. Russia 
between 
1917 and 
1991 (abbr.) 

14. Coolidge’s 
nickname 

15. Long-nosed 
liar of 
storybook 
fame 

17. Hurry 

18. Chinese 
skillet 

19. Turn upside 
down 

21. Cuts into 
pieces 

24. Other 


26. Served 
perfectly 

27. Multiple-lane 
road 

30. Washington 
V!P (abbr.) 

31. Regions 

32. Lumberman’s 
tool 

34. Tolerate 

36. Like mature 
fruit 

37. Left 

38. Politician 
Jackson 

39. Pilgrim John 

42. Lass’s mate 

43. AFL’s partner 

44. Leisure 
activity 

50. Decade count 


51. Makes do 

52. Isaac’s son 

53. Bring to court 

54. Low grades 

55. _ radio 

(hyph.) 

DOWN 

1. Yodeler’s 
location 

2. Luau wear 

3. Chaney of 
films 

4. Made a white 
Christmas 

5. Ice hockey 
need 

6. Cigar leaving 

7. Greek letter 

8. Excites 

9. Feel 


compassion 

10. Gloomy 
forecast 

11. Ran away 

1 6. Comic Bill’s 
nickname 

20. Basilica 
bench 

21. Marx’s *_ 

Kapital” 

22. Sherbets 

23. Dollar unit 

24. Positioned 
vertically 

25. Actress 
Remini 

27. Kukla’s friend 

28. Merchandise 
condition (2 
wds.) 

29. Talks 
nonsense 

31. Modified, as 
laws 

33. _ Willie 

Winkie 

35. Have unpaid 
bills 

36. Biblical 
waters (2 
wds.) 

38. Jelly 
container 

39. Plays Hamlet 

40. Stead 

41. Cooked 
enough 

42. More or_ 

45. Gen. 
Eisenhower 

46. Low neckline 

47. Suffix for a 
doctrine 

48. One lacking 
grace 

49. Bk. after 
Leviticus 





S' all 



DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

APRIL 07-APRIL 14 


O’stad Botica St. Cruz N.V - S.N : * San Nicolaas N.V.’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998,587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A / Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Oil dives on weak China, US data 


NEW YORK(AFP) - Oil 
prices sank yesterday, mirror¬ 
ing global equity markets, as 
traders fretted over weak eco¬ 
nomic data in China and the 
United States, and amid resur¬ 
gent concerns over the euro¬ 
zone debt crisis. 

New York’s main contract, 
West Texas Intermediate crude 
for May, dived $1.44 to close 
at $101.02 a barrel. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in May tumbled $2.79 
to $119.88 a barrel in London. 

"Crude fell under pressure 
from a broader market sell-off 
amid renewed growth con¬ 
cerns (and) soft import num¬ 
bers from China, including a 
slight slowdown to crude ship¬ 
ments in March," said VTB 
Capital analyst Andrey 
Kryuchenkov. 

Oil was also hit by "disap¬ 
pointing (US) nonfarm payroll 
data, and concerns over China 


and (the) eurozone", he added. 

Markets were also slammed 
by worries over rising euro¬ 
zone government bond yields, 
which reflected deep concern 
over the region's ongoing debt 
crisis. 

The US Labor Department 
reported Friday that the Ame¬ 
rican economy created only 
120,000 jobs in March, well 
short of forecasts for upwards 
of 200,000 jobs. 

"Friday's weak nonfarm 
payroll data from the US has 
also weighed on prices, as it 
casts doubt over the strength of 
the US recovery," added ana¬ 
lyst David Morrison at trading 
group GFT. 

Mixed Chinese trade figures 
yesterday raised concerns 
about the world's number-two 
economy, which is also the 
biggest consumer of energy. 

China said it recorded a 
trade surplus of $5.35 billion 


for March, reversing a trade 
deficit of $31.48 billion for 
February. 

However, it also said ex¬ 
ports rose a relatively weak 8.9 
percent, while imports were up 
just 5.3 percent, suggesting do¬ 
mestic consumption in the 
country of 1.3 billion people is 
flagging. 

Oil prices rose briefly in 
Asian deals earlier yesterday 
on the back of worries about a 
possible disruption to Middle 
East supplies, analysts said. 

Major crude producer Iran 
on Monday confirmed it would 
hold talks with world powers 
in Istanbul on Saturday over 
Tehran's controversial nuclear 
program. 

Iran last held talks with the 
so-called P5+1 powers — 
Britain, China, France, Russia 
and the United States plus Ger¬ 
many — in January 2011 but 
with no result. 


Wall Street sinks, S&P below support level 


NEW YORK - Stocks fell in a 
broad and steep decline yester¬ 
day, with the S&P 500 drop¬ 
ping for a fifth day to break 
under a key support level. 

The industrial and materials 
sectors represented the stocks 
suffering the biggest drops. 
More than four-fifths of the 
stocks traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange slid, while 
about 80 percent of Nasdaq- 
listed shares declined. 

The three major U.S. stock 
indexes fell more than 1 per¬ 
cent in midday trading, with 
the S&P 500 sliding below its 
50-day moving average of 
1,372.30. 

That area is viewed as the 
support level that will make or 
break the current uptrend as 
Wall Street enters the first- 
quarter earnings season. 

"Dropping below that level 
suggests a loss of momentum, 


and it looks pretty wide¬ 
spread," said Katie Stockton, 
chief market technician at 
MKM Partners in Greenwich, 
Connecticut, who added that 
the S&P 500 could fall down 
to about 1,350. 

The CBOE Volatility Index 
<.VIX> surged 10.4 percent to 
20.77, and was up for the 
eighth straight day, its longest 
streak of consecutive gains in 
nearly nine years. At its session 
high, the VIX touched 20.98 - 
up 11.5 percent for the day. 

Dow component Alcoa Inc, 
a bellwether for the industrial 
sector, will kick off the quar¬ 
terly earnings season after the 
closing bell when it releases its 
results. Alcoa's stock fell 2.6 
percent to $9.35. 

Apple shares dropped 
quickly from hitting a new 
high of $644 per share to 
briefly top a $600 billion mar¬ 


ket capitalization. Its stock 
later fell 1.1 percent to 
$629.36. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average <.DJI> was down 
202.76 points, or 1.57 percent, 
at 12,726.83. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 Index <.SPX> was 
down 20.50 points, or 1.48 
percent, at 1,361.70. The Nas¬ 
daq Composite Index <.IXIC> 
was down 49.84 points, or 1.64 
percent, at 2,997.24. 

The Nasdaq also fell below 
its 50-day moving average of 
2,988.42. If the Nasdaq ends 
near that level or lower, it will 
be its first close below 3,000 
since March 12. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
Index is still up 8.1 percent so 
far this year - compared with 
its gain of 12 percent at the end 
of the first quarter. 

But the benchmark index 
has fallen 2.6 percent in the 
past four sessions as investors 
questioned the economy's 
strength and the U.S. Federal 
Reserve's resolve to keep the 
easy money flooding into the 
market. 

Some analysts view the 
pullback as a buying opportu¬ 
nity, while others see it as the 
start of a long-awaited correc¬ 
tion. 

"We've had a really strong 
run and we've needed a correc¬ 
tion, so it makes sense for peo¬ 
ple to take profits off the 
table," said Weyman Gong, 
chief investment strategist at 
Signature in Norfolk, Virginia, 
which has $2.5 billion in assets 
under management. "Still, if 
we go down further, we might 
use that as an opportunity to 
add exposure." 
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Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.76 

1.78 

1.80 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.76 

2.81 

2.87 

Switzerland 

CHF 

194.06 

194.78 

195.58 

Netherlands 

EUR 

231.45 

233.57 

235.91 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.34 

26.06 

26.86 

Denmark 

DKK 

30.43 

31.15 

31.95 

Norway 

NOK 

29.84 

30.56 

31.36 

Japan 

JPY 

217.37 

219.35 

221.56 

(per 10,000) 

All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,000 



HONDURAS, Tegucigalpa : A volvo van is being filled at 
a gas station in Tegucigalpa, on April 10, 2012. The gal¬ 
lon of gas has gone above 100 lempiras ($ 5.20). The 
Government of President Porfirio Lobo Sosa put in effect 
since yesterday the fifteenth rise in prices of this admi¬ 
nistration. (AFP PHOTO) 


Alcoa swings into surprise 
profit 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Alu¬ 
minum giant Alcoa said yester¬ 
day it swung into profit in the 
first quarter, boosted by im¬ 
proved productivity and mar¬ 
ket conditions. 

After the stock market 
closed, Alcoa, the first member 
of the blue-chip Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average to report earn¬ 
ings this year, reported net 
income of $94 million, follow¬ 
ing a $191 million loss in the 
fourth quarter of 2011. 

Excluding special items, 
Alcoa earned 10 cents per 
share, surprising analysts who 
on average estimated a loss of 
four cents. 

Sales also beat forecasts, 
rising to $6.01 billion in the 
first three months of the year, 
slightly more than in the prior 
and year-ago quarters. 

While an improvement, the 
first-quarter results were 
sharply below the year-ago 
profit of $308 million. 

The world's largest producer 
of aluminum said the quarter- 
on-quarter rebound was driven 
by strong productivity improve¬ 
ments across all its businesses, 
higher prices for aluminum, and 
a better volume and mix. 


"Performance rebounded 
strongly this quarter due to our 
proactive cash sustainability 
actions, our relentless focus on 
profitable growth, and stabiliz¬ 
ing markets," said Klaus Kle- 
infeld, Alcoa chairman and 
chief executive, in a statement. 

Shares in Alcoa closed 2.9 
percent lower, at $9.32, in an 
overall bear market as in¬ 
vestors awaited the company 
to kick off the first earnings 
season of the year. 

Investors welcomed the 
better-than-expected results, 
sending shares up 0.5 percent 
in after-hours trade. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 
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Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and 
Casino is happy! 

EMPLOYEES BENEFIT FROM 
HYATT’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 


Morales, Marha Cecilia Lopez 
Zuluaga, Alsacia Dolores Nis- 
bet, Carmen Ras Jailer, Car¬ 
olina Silva Arana, Ligia del 
Carmen Tromp, Ana Almar- 
racin, Paulina Philips, Anea 
Louis, Luisa Adames Valdez, 
Nancy M Almazo Gonzalez, 
Rosiana Cristina Jacquet, 
Josefa De Jesus Medina, Den¬ 
nis Alicia Giel Hernandez, 
Guerlaine Mullien Leger, Juan 
Ramirez, Marie J.Pierre, Evert 
Miguel Torres Gomez, Wilson 
Maestre Rocha, Lucy Cardona 
Alzate, Enette Delva, Fany 
Cecilia Dirkz Partidas, Dorca 
Hernandez, Arnold Murray, 
Marie Nicole Salomond Con¬ 
stant, Harlan Eliceo Venner 
Pomares, Maria Vega, Jeremy 
Winterdal. 

More and more employees 
have the opportunity to con¬ 
tinue advancing in their pro¬ 
fessional as well as personal 
training. Hyatt Management is 
very proud of your success! 


Sex-change women allowed to enter 
Miss Universe 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA 
Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort 
and Casino is pleased to an¬ 
nounce and congratulate staff 
members on the successful 
completion of Basic English 
and English Inter-medium 
courses. 


Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort 
and Casino wants to acknowl¬ 
edge all staff members who 
received their certificate: 
Rosaris Cornelio Nieto, Mar- 
ilu Esperance, Liliana Florez 
Vergara, Nora Luz Jordan 
Thomas, Clarena Lejuez 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Donald 
Trump’s Miss Universe con¬ 
test on Tuesday threw open its 
doors to transgender models, 
allowing men who have had a 
sex change the chance to be 
crowned the world's most 
beautiful woman. 

The transgender contestants 
will be able to strut their stuff 
in the international beauty 
championships starting in 
2013, while pioneering sex- 
change model Jenna Talack- 
ova will be allowed to take 
part this year, said gay and 
transgender rights organiza¬ 
tion GLAAD. 

"At a time when transgen¬ 
der people are still routinely 
denied equal opportunities in 
housing, employment and 
medical care, today's decision 
is in line with the growing lev¬ 
els of public support for trans¬ 
gender people across the 
country."said Herndon Grad- 
dick, a spokesman for the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation. 

Paula Shugart, president of 
the Miss Universe Organiza¬ 
tion, said on GLAAD's web¬ 
site: "We have a long history 
of supporting equality for all 
women, and this was some¬ 
thing we took very seriously." 

The reversal of longstand¬ 
ing policy followed a cam¬ 
paign by Talackova, a 


statuesque, 
blonde transgen¬ 
der model from 
Canada, who says 
she underwent 
surgery to become 
a woman because 
she was born in 
"the wrong body." 

The Miss Uni¬ 


verse organiza¬ 
tion, owned by 
flamboyant and 
controversial real 
estate magnate Talackova, 23, underwent her sex 
Trump cited a change operation when she was 19 and 
rule that contest- ' s on her Canadian passport 


ants, who appear as a woman 
before judges in a 
variety of gowns and skimpy 
clothing, must be "naturally 
born" women. 

Backed by GLAAD and 
celebrity feminist lawyer Glo¬ 
ria Allred, Talackova took on 
the system, arguing, as Allred 
said, that "she did not ask Mr 
Trump to prove that he is a 
naturally bom man. Or to see 
the photos of his birth to view 
his anatomy to prove that he 
was male." 

Tuesday's announcement 
saw that mling expanded to in¬ 
clude all transgender beauty 
hopefuls. 

Miss Universe is "close to 
finalizing" the wording of the 
new policy but it "includes 
transgender women in time for 


the start of this fall's 2013 pag¬ 
eant season; a time when most 
of the competitions around the 
world begin to take place." 

The entry of transgender 
contestants does not actually 
mean that any woman can vie 
for the crown. Not only must 
hopefuls be between 18 and 26 
years old, one major taboo re¬ 
mains: motherhood. 

"No, contestants may not be 
married or pregnant," the mis- 
suniverse.com/missusa web¬ 
site says. 

"They must not have ever 
been married, not had a mar¬ 
riage annulled nor given birth 
to, or parented, a child. The ti- 
tleholders are also required to 
remain single throughout their 
reign." 


Baked Lobster Bum 


EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY 


CARIBBEAN LOBSTER | RED SNAPPER 
PAPILLOT I PRIME RIB I SESAME CRUSTED 
TUNA I RISOTTO I PIZZA STATION I OYSTERS 
& MARINATED MUSSELS 


KIDS 6-1E HALF PRICE 
KIDS 0-5 FREE 


Aruba Marriott Resort | T.52066011 no reservations required 
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Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 


Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding ameni¬ 
ties are just what they were 
looking for before conside¬ 
ring purchasing property on 
the island. Some owners are 
using the villas or town 
homes as vacation retreats 
rather than full time and are 
taking advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to turn 
their investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 


and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 
your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 


Beautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 


high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 
net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 


rental cars, spa appointments, 
activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the 
package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way, Gold Coast seeks to 
pamper their guests while 
providing them with the feel¬ 
ing of being in a cozy com¬ 
munity, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the major 
holidays. If you wish an opti¬ 
mal vacation experience with 
great savings, visit their web¬ 
site : www. goldcoastaruba. 
com to get acquainted with 
the community and the lay¬ 
out, details and availability of 
accommodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 



Larry's Fine jewelry 



Havenstraat 17, 


Oranjestad Aruba 
Tel: 5884872 




& 


Fax: 583-3091 


info@larrvsfinejewerlv.com 


Diamonds 4 emeralds 0 runes I .sapphirfs|tanzanitfs 0 mkgqld jf.vvfi.ry 


Pacific atoll goes gaga 
for pop diva 



WELLINGTON (AFP) - The 
tiny Pacific atoll of Niue is at¬ 
tempting to lure US pop super- 
star Lady Gaga to its shores by 
pledging every single person 
from the island will attend if 
she performs there. 

The island, about 2,500 
kilometers (1,500 miles) 
northeast of New Zealand, has 
about 1,600 inhabitants and 
Niue Tourism spokesman 
Mike Hogan said they were all 
keen to see a concert by the 
chart-topping diva. 

’’It’s not a promise many 
places could make, every per¬ 
son coming along,” Auckland- 
based Hogan told AFP. 

"She’s really struck a chord 
with the kids on the island. 
She’s so unusual and she 
thinks outside the box. So we 
thought we’d think outside the 
box and invite her here.” 


The hope is that Lady 
Gaga will add an appearance 
in Niue after performing con¬ 
certs in New Zealand in June. 

Hogan said Niue would be 
thrilled to pamper the singer 
at one of its resorts if she did 
make the trip. 

”We’d reserve a whole 
wing for her, of course,” he 
said. "There’s only one flight 
a week from New Zealand 
but I presume she’d have her 
own jet, so she could stay as 
long as she liked.” 

Known locally as "The 
Rock”, Niue was settled by 
Polynesian seafarers more 
than 1,000 years ago and the 
palm-dotted island's name in 
the local language means "be¬ 
hold, the coconut”. 

The British explorer captain 
James Cook tried to land there 
three times in 1774 but was 
deterred by fearsome warriors, 
eventually giving up to set sail 
for more welcoming shores 
and naming Niue "Savage Is¬ 
land” on his charts. 

Modern day Niueans are 
desperate for visitors, with the 
population dropping from a 
high of about 5,000 in the mid- 
1960s as people seek better 
economic opportunities in 
places such as New Zealand 
and Australia. 
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AC Milan's Swedish forward Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic (L) vies with Chievo's 
defender Francesco Acerbi during 

thoir Italian Saria A fnnthall matrh P lckln § U P a Sln § le P° lnt 

from their previous two 


It was a far from vin¬ 
tage Milan performance 
as Chievo bossed the 
game but showing the 
true form of champions 
they managed to nick the 
three points despite not 
playing well. 

Such were their prob¬ 
lems that coach Massim- 
iliano Allegri gave 
teenage full-back Mattia 
De Sciglio a first ever 
league start, although he 
previously played in the 
Champions League. 

And veteran midfielder 
Gennaroi Gattuso was 
draughted back in for a 
first start since Septem¬ 
ber. 

Under pressure after 


their Italian Serie A football match 

ROME (AFP) - AC Milan 


went back to the top of Serie 
A, for 24 hours at least, with a 
hard fought 1-0 victory at 
Chievo in rainy Verona on 
Tuesday. 

Milan bounced straight 
back from Saturday’s 2-1 de¬ 
feat at home to Fiorentina de¬ 
spite being ravaged by injury 
and suspensions — they had 14 
players missing. 

Ghana midfielder Sulley 
Muntari scored the only goal 
of the game early on as Milan 
moved two points clear of Ju- 
ventus. 

The Old Lady of Turin can 
retake the lead if they beat 
Lazio on Wednesday. 


games and being overhauled 
by Juve, Milan needed a bt of 
luck and things immediately 
started to look rosy. 

Muntari set his sights from 
more than 25 yards out and al¬ 
though he hit his strike truly, 
goalkeeper Stefano Sorrentino 
seemed slow in diving to his 
right and the ball nestled into 
the bottom corner on eight 
minutes. 

That apart it was almost all 
Chievo in the first half but 
Milan still led at the break. 

Former Milan forward Al¬ 
berto Paloschi had the ball in 
the net after he was slipped in 
by Nicolas Frey but that effort 
was ruled out for a dubious- 


looking offside. 

The young forward then 
played in Frenchman Cyril 
Thereau but goalkeeper Chris¬ 
tian Abbiati tipped his low ef¬ 
fort around the post. 

Milan were playing exclu¬ 
sively on the break and one 
long punt forward caught the 
hosts' defence napping, sending 
Antonio Nocerino scampering 
clear only for the midfielder's 
awful first touch to carry 
straight through to Sorrentino. 

Frey crossed to the back post 
but Sergio Pellissier headed 
wide. 

Up the other end, Brazilian 
Robinho's step over sent two 
defenders the wrong way but 
his near post shot was shov¬ 
elled behind. 

On the stroke of half-time 
Pellissier teed up Luca Rigoni 
but he failed to hit the target 
from 15 yards. 

Chievo continued to domi¬ 
nate against a weakened Milan 
team in the second half and Pel¬ 
lissier had two glorious chances 
to score but the first he volleyed 
straight at Abbiati and the sec¬ 
ond was deflected over. 

Milan had their hearts in 
their mouths when Thereau's 
back flick clearly hit Alessan¬ 
dro Nesta's hand in the box but 
the Frenchman was flagged for 
offside. 

Francesco Acerbi had the 
ball in the Milan net with the 
last kick of the game but that 
too was chalked off for offside, 
this time a clear one. 


football: Barcelona pile pressure on Real.. 

continues from page 16 


Earlier on Tuesday Raul Gar¬ 
cia scored two second-half 
goals to help Osasuna beat Es- 
panyol 2-0 in a battle between 
two teams competing for 
places in next season's Europa 
League. 

For Osasuna the result was 
the perfect recovery from last 
weekend's 6-0 reversal at Rayo 
Vallecano, however they were 
helped by a card happy referee 
who booked players from start 
to finish. 

Espanyol ended the game 
with nine men when Philippe 


Courtois and Juan Forlin were 
sent off in the second half for 
two bookable offences each. 

Osasuna stay sixth on 46 
points while Espanyol, who 
have not won in five matches, 
remain four points behind in 
ninth position. 

Real Betis and Real So- 
ciedad shared a 1-1 draw to 
help both teams edge closer to 
survival. 

Carlos Vela put Sociedad 
ahead just after half-time be¬ 
fore Ruben Castro equalised 
on 69 minutes for Betis. 


Earlier Imanol Agirretxe 
had a first-half penalty saved 
by Fabricio Agosto in the Betis 
goal. 


IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9pm NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 


Tennis: Murray dreams of Wimbledon 
double 


Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 


LONDON (AFP) - Andy Mur¬ 
ray is dreaming of a unique 
double this year by claiming a 
first Wimbledon title followed 
by an Olympic gold medal at 
the same venue just a few 
weeks later. 

The world number four said 
Tuesday he is building his 
summer programme around a 
twin assault on Wimbledon 
and the Olympics, which will 
be staged at the All England 
Club during the London 
games. 

"This summer coming up is 
going to be huge. Wimbledon 
and the Olympics would be 
two of my major goals," said 
Murray, who played at the 


2008 Beijing games. 

"The Olympics is different. 
The feeling you have on the 
court is completely different, 
you feel like you are playing 
for other people, for your 
country. "A lot of times when 
you are on the tour you are 
playing for yourself and the 
guys you work with. 

"When I played in Beijing, 
I didn't play well but it was one 
of the best experiences I have 
had as an athlete, being around 
all the top athletes in the 
world," added Murray, who re¬ 
gards the Olympics as a de 
facto fifth Grand Slam. 

"Tennis at the Olympics has 
become a big deal. Everybody 


plays it now whereas 10-15 
years ago people were skip¬ 
ping the Olympics," he said. 

"Everybody is playing now, 
a bit like the Slams. No one 
skips the Australian Open any¬ 
more." 

Asked whether he views it 
as the fifth Grand Slam, Mur¬ 
ray added: "I think so. I have 
only played in it once and it 
was very important to me." 

Meanwhile Murray said he 
is pleased with the progress he 
is making under coach Ivan 
Lendl, who has given him be¬ 
lief that he can mount a chal¬ 
lenge on clay at the French 
Open despite it being played on 
his least favourite surface. 


SPORTS 


Football: Milan edge Chievo to 
go back to the top 
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The first Middle Eastern restaurant on Aruba ! 
Our menu consist of truly traditional dishes. 




CE32EEO 


*Open till late 
*Alsofor take-out 
Tel: 5866765 
South Beach Center 55. 



Team suspends 
manager for Castro 
comment 


Formula One: FI chiefs powerless 
to force teams to Bahrain 



MIAMI (AFP) - The Miami 
Marlins on Tuesday suspended 
manager Ozzie Guillen for 
five games, effective immedi¬ 
ately, for stirring controversy 
by telling an interviewer, "I 
love Fidel Castro." 
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"The Marlins acknowledge 
the seriousness of the com¬ 
ments attributed to Guillen," 
the Major League Baseball 
team said in a statement. 

"The pain and suffering 
caused by Fidel Castro cannot 
be minimized especially in a 
community filled with vic¬ 
tims of the dictatorship." 

At a news conference 
Tuesday, the Venezuelan-born 
former shortstop apologized. 

"I'm very disappointed and 
very — very sad, I let those 
guys down," Guillen said. 

"I let the ball club down... 
it's very important because 
that's the reason they hired me 
(was) to manage a ball club, 
not to talk about politics. And 
I think this is going to hurt me 
the most, not being with the 
ball club for that many days." 

Guillen made the comments 
to Time Magazine. He later 
amended his remarks to say "I 
respect Fidel Castro. You 
know why? A lot of people 
have wanted to kill Fidel Cas¬ 
tro for the last 60 years, but 
(he) is still there." 

The team plays in a city 
with a large Cuban-American 
community, many of whom 
are rabid anti-Castro activists. 

Guillen was an All-Star 
shortstop who played with the 
Chicago White Sox and other 
teams, then worked as a coach 
before managing the White 
Sox, winning the 2005 World 
Series. He began as manager 
in Miami this year. 


LONDON (AFP) - Formula 
One supremo Bemie Eccle¬ 
stone admitted on Tuesday that 
he was unable to force teams to 
participate in this month's 
Bahrain Grand Prix following 
a fresh outbreak of violence in 
the Gulf state. 

Formula One teams are re¬ 
portedly reluctant to race in 
Bahrain this season amid ongo¬ 
ing concerns over security in 
the country. 

Last year's event was post¬ 
poned following violent anti¬ 
government protests before 
eventually being removed from 
the schedule altogether. 

Now Ecclestone has con¬ 
firmed that the fate of this 
year's event on April 22 could 
be decided by the teams as au¬ 
thorities in Bahrain confirmed 
seven policeman were injured 
late on Monday in a bomb at¬ 
tack. 

"We've no way we can force 
people to go there," Ecclestone 
said. "Commercially, they have 
to go, but whether they decide 
to or not is up to them. I've had 
no one say anything other than, 
'We're going to be racing in 
Bahrain'." 

Ecclestone added that, as far 
as he was concerned, this year's 
race was still on. 

"Yes. If the people in 
Bahrain are happy that they 
can run the event," he said. 
"We're not involved in any of 
the politics in Bahrain, over 
who is right or wrong. 

"When you go to some¬ 
body's country you have to re¬ 
spect exactly how they run 
their country and the laws of 


Thai Restaurant 


FRESH 



m VARIET/ ON VEGETAWAN PISHES 

Located at Palm Beach 186b, next to Wendy's at 
walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 


IDJELICiOUS THAI FOOD COOKED FRESH TO ORPER, 
Ml GROWN HERBS ANP SPICES 



A Bahraini Shiite man walks past graffiti against holding the 
Formula One Grand Prix in Bahrain reading "Are you racing 
on the blood of martyrs?" in the village of Barbar, west of 


Manama. 

that country. 

"The National Sporting Au¬ 
thority in that country are the 
people who can say, 'Well, we 
think we'd prefer not to run the 
event.' "The promoter can also 
say, 'We don't want it because 
there is too much risk.' 

"We've an agreement with 
(governing body) the FIA that 
Bahrain is a round of the world 
championship, and we've a 
contract with the promoters, 
but I want to make clear it's 
nothing to do with finance." 

Zayed al-Zayani, chairman 
of the Bahrain International 
Circuit, waded into the argu¬ 
ment later on Tuesday, blaming 
"armchair observers" and 
"scaremongering tactics" by 
extremists for the debate over 
whether the Grand Prix should 
go ahead. 

"What has been happening 
is that armchair observers — 
who have not been sufficiently 
interested or committed to in- 


AFP PHOTO 

vestigate the situation for 
themselves — have been driv¬ 
ing this debate, at the expense 
of those neutral parties who 
have taken the trouble to inves¬ 
tigate the situation at first 
hand," Zayani said. 

Zayani urged all stakehold¬ 
ers in Formula One to take note 
of "an informed, educated view 
of the situation" formed by a 
number of recent visitors to 
Bahrain. 

He said in a statement that 
he wanted the stakeholders "to 
form their views on the facts of 
the situation, as presented by 
neutral first-hand observers". 

John Yates, a former assis¬ 
tant commissioner in the Lon¬ 
don Metropolitan Police 
Service, who is an adviser to 
Bahrain's Interior Ministry on 
policing, was quoted in the 
statement as saying: "It's a re¬ 
ally important event for this 
country. There is nothing that 
in any way warrants for the 
race to be postponed." 



Come, 

stay with rot 

A well situated, quiet 
apartment complex 
consisting ot 12 luxury 
apartments. 

Please the* us out nt 
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(del rey! 


One-bedroom 
starting ot 

Two-bedroom 

available. 








































► 76 Luxurious Condos • Financing available 

► Priced from: $265,000,- * Rental income 


Perfect for: 

Permanent Home, Luxurious Vacation Home and Short or Long term Rental. 


Project Location: Palm Beach, Noord Aruba (between Palma Real and Caribbean Mercantile Bank) 
www.palmaruba.com | info@paImaruba.com | Call: (297) 586.73001 Follow us on: FI 


Football: Barcelona pile pressure on Real with 
Getafe romp 



Barcelona's Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (L) vies 
with Getafe's Argentinian defender Daniel Alberto D’az (R) 


MADRID (AFP) - Defending 
champions Barcelona upped 
the pressure on leaders Real 
Madrid on Tuesday as they 
moved to within a point of 
their bitter rivals after a 4-0 
thumping of Getafe. 

Two goals from Alexis 
Sanchez, one from Pedro Ro¬ 
driguez and Lionel Messi's 
39th in the league this season 
gave Barca a 10th consecutive 
league victory after another 
near perfect performance by 


the Catalans. 

In the 22nd minute the 
home crowd chanted the name 
of Eric Abidal, the French in¬ 
ternational who on Tuesday 
underwent a liver transplant, 
in recognition of the number 
22 shirt he wears as part of 
Barca’s squad. 

Real can restore their four 
point advantage if they beat 
Atletico Madrid on Wednes¬ 
day - they have not lost to their 
city rivals since 1999. 


The clash between Barca 
and Madrid on April 21st in 
the Camp Nou has become in¬ 
creasingly important as the 
Catalans have reduced the gap 
on Madrid from 10 points to 
only one in less than a month. 

Barcelona dominated 
Getafe throughout, controlling 
possession with their usual 
passing game and goalkeeper 
Victor Valdes summed up the 
situation on the final whistle. 

"Our work is done here, 
lets wait and see what Madrid 
do tomorrow night in their 
game," he said. 

However coach Pep 
Guardiola was cautious about 
talking about his team’s title 
chances. 

"All we can do is think 
about our games, we have a 
big game away to Levante at 
the weekend and then a Cham¬ 
pions League semi-final, we 
have to focus on those games 
and nobody elses," he said. 

Andres Iniesta had the 
game's first chance when his 
shot was tipped over by 
Miguel Angel Moya in the 
Getafe goal on 12 minutes. 

A minute later and Barca 


were ahead. Iniesta started the 
move on the left for Messi to 
chest the ball into the path of 
the Chilean Sanchez who 
made no mistake from 20 
yards out. 

On 17 minutes the lead was 
almost doubled when Xavi 
Hernandez had appeared to 
finish perfectly a neat passing 
move only for Argentinian 
centre-half Cata Diaz to scoop 
the ball clear on the goal-line. 

Barca continued to domi¬ 
nate but did not add to their 
lead until just before half-time 
when Iniesta supplied Messi 
with a delightful back flick for 
the Argentinian to finish with 


a powerful shot. 

On 72 minutes Alexis dou¬ 
bled his tally heading home an 
inch perfect right-wing cross 
from youngster Isaac Cuenca. 

Two minutes later and it 
was another header from 
Pedro who rounded off the 
scoring when he was quickest 
to meet a right-wing free-kick 
from Messi. 

Barca turned on the style 
for the final minutes and 
Messi almost scored again 
from an impossible angle with 
two minutes remaining after a 
twisting run had taken him 
past 3 defenders. 


continues on page 14 


Wednesday 

After 6 happy hour. 

$ 3 wine and 
mix drinks, 
Free tapas 




from 6 till 9 pm 
with dj Junior 


wuheiminastiaat 63 Oranjestad, Aruba 582 3677 






























